Louis William Hammer
June 14, 1930 - May 6, 2014

Louis W. (Bill) Hammer, Clinton, MT resident of Rock Creek, died Monday, May 6th at his
new home in Dillon, MT. He was in ill health for several years, but God has now called him
home. Bill was born June 14th, 1930 in Scranton, N.D. but moved to the Black Hills of
S.D. when he was 3 years old. He attended Lead Public Schools graduating in 1948. He
was active in all drama and vocal music activities. He attended Black Hills College in
Spearfish, S.D. and Augustana College in Sioux Falls, S.D., where he received his
Bachelor of Music degree in 1952. At Augustana he met and married the love of his life,
Lois Norby. They were happily married for 63 years. Bill was sought after as a soloist, first
at Lead High school, through his years at Augustana, and as a student at the University of
Colorado. He performed for many community activities and organizations. Bill received his
Master of Music Education Degree from the University of Colorado in 1957. One of his
professional highlights was singing â€œSouth Pacificâ€ at Red Rocks Amphitheater while
attending the University. He taught music in the schools of Smithland, IA, Chamberlain,
SD, Worthington, MN and Missoula, MT. His choirs were widely recognized for their
excellent quality and professional presentations. He taught music theory and choir at
Worthington Community College for his last 11 years in Minnesota. Most of his students
still fondly remember him and call him â€œUncle Billâ€. His college groups were sought
after to perform for local organizations and toured annually. Additionally, he was a much
sought after judge for music contests throughout the state of Minnesota. Bill is recognized
as one of the outstanding music directors in Colleges and Universities in America. He also
started a very successful community chorus that performed several Gilbert and Sullivan
operas as well as more contemporary concerts. In 1979 Bill and Lois moved to Montana,
where Bill became active in the Missoula Mendelssohn Club, toured abroad to many
European countries performing concerts. After attending and participating in the
International Choral Festival in Nancy, France, the Mendelssohn Club was inspired to
create the now famous International Choral Festival in Missoula. He delighted in the
outdoors, fishing, hunting and all things nature. He was a fierce advocate for the health
and protection of his beloved Rock Creek fishery. He served for many years as the
chairman of the Rock Creek Protection Association and was successful in providing an
improved road for the first 11 miles of Rock Creek. In his later years, Bill became an

accomplished lapidarist and reveled in making and sharing hundreds of different items of
jewelry by cutting and polishing gem stones. He always enjoyed composing music, writing
poetry, tying flies, rock hunting, traveling and of course, fishing his beloved Rock Creek,
where he knew every fish by name, as well as other fisheries of the world. He will be
missed by his family and friends. He is survived by his wife, Lois Hammer of Rock Creek
and Dillon, MT, daughters Joy (Kevin) Miller of Plymouth, MN, Lori (Steve) Laughlin of
Spearfish, S.D. and his son Eric Hammer (Sandra McIntyre) of Dillon, MT., his 4
grandchildren, Maren Miller of Rochester, MN, Anna Miller of Plymouth, MN, Colin (Nicole)
Laughlin of Denver, CO., and Kyle (Beth) Laughlin of Rapid City, S.D. Services will be held
Monday, May 12th at 11 am at St. Paulâ€™s Lutheran Church, 202 Brooks Street,
Missoula, MT 59801. Memorials can be given to Dillon Hospice in Dillon, MT, Family
Promise of Missoula or a charity that helps the disadvantaged.
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Comments

“

Dear Lois, We are saddened to learn of Bill's death and do send our love and
sympathy. What a beautiful life's story you shared. Thank you. We take joy in
knowing Bill died in the knowledge of a saving faith and we shall meet at Jesus' feet.

Joyce & Joe Connolly - May 17, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Lois, Joy, Lori, and Eric, I'm so sorry to hear about Bill. My deepest sympathy to
you and your families. I have very fond memories of the times that we had on Rock
Creek. My prayers are with all of you.

Linda (Schoenman) Payne - May 12, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Lois, Eric, and family members, We were very sorry to learn of Bill's passing.
Although his health provided him many challenges in recent years, he always had a
smile and a hug for us when we came to visit (and burn slash!). We will see you
today at the funeral, but please remember that after the flurry of company passes, we
will be happy to come out and help with whatever is needed. We love you, and will
be thinking of you. Bruce, Adam, Tyler & Janis (and Tippy).

Bruce and Janis Davis - May 12, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to Mr. Hammer's family. Mr. Hammer was a great influence and
inspiration to me in the early 1960s when he directed the Worthington Senior Choir.
He always encouraged all of us to do our best. The things I learned from him I used
many times during my teaching career. He was the best. I learned from the perfection
he insisted on when performing our concerts. Mr. Hammer was a special person and
teacher. He will be missed. May he RIP.

Geri (Fransen) Greer - May 12, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dearest Helen, I am so sorry to learn of Bill's passing. Although you have known this
day would come it is impossible to be really ready. You were already grieving when I
saw you a couple of years ago in the grocery store. I feel so much affection and
sorrow for you. I do not expect to see you at the service because I am ill with a virus
and not likely to be able to go out tomorrow, besides being contagious. But please
call me when you are ready and let me take you to lunch in a week or so. Will you be
living here or in Dillon? I will be sending a card and memorial gift. Please be in touch!
Fondly, Carol

Carol Coats - May 11, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

We hope that memories of happier times will sustain you during this sad time.

Aaron and Darlene (Olson) Morse - May 10, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

I had the privilege of singing in choirs that Mr. Hammer directed in Worthington from
1960 until 1964. I learned a lot from him and learned to appreciate how music would
affect my life. I especially enjoyed the concerts and musicals we performed. To this
day music plays a big part in my life. Thank you Mr. Hammer for all you taught me.

Janet (Dunning) Lambert - May 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My condolences to the entire Hammer family at the passing of Bill. I saw the obituary
in today's Worthington Daily Globe. I still think about Bill, Lois, Joy and Eric every
time I walk up the Elmwood Street hill with my wife , Pam (Hokeness) and our cocker
spaniel. Bill was a special person to me and to everyone he knew, taught and
coached musically. Your family is in my thoughts and prayers this day.

Marty Rickers - May 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with your family

Jim Kuhl - May 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss. I didn't hvae the opportunity to meet your dad, but it is
never fun to lose a parent. My thoughts are with you. -Shelli

Shelli Schuett - May 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Hammer Family, What a flood of family memories came running back when
Mom called me with the news of Bill joining the heavenly choir! I have such great
memories of Bill and all of you. Thank you for those memories. The loss must be
difficult but you are a strong family and time will heal your hearts. Please accept
condolences from Cal and Nancy as they asked me to included them in this email.
God's Blessing on all of you, Jill Zuehlke Cal and Nancy Zuehlke

jill zuehlke - May 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

Dear Friends, I just wanted to mention that you are all in my thoughts and prayers.
You were all such a special part of growing up in Worthington. May you find peace in
the memories of Bill. Wendy

Wendy Gruss Severns - May 09, 2014 at 12:00 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Hammer's passing. He was an inspiration to me, both in high
school and in junior college, in Worthington. In fact, he directed all of my siblings as
well - Pamela, Richard and Peggy - and instilled in all of us a passion for music and a
desire to perform it well. May you be comforted in knowing that he is in the loving
arms of Jesus and singing with the angels. May God bless your family.

Carol (Matheson) Fish - May 08, 2014 at 12:00 AM

