John Maki
April 25, 2014

John (Jack) Earl Maki passed away Friday, April 25, 2014 from an aggressive form of
prostate cancer surrounded by his family at home. He was born April 4, 1939 in Hamilton,
Montana, the first son of Earl and Helen Maki.From an early age he developed a strong
work ethic and loved working with the animals on the family farm. He attended schools in
Corvallis, Montana, and graduated in 1957. He then attended Montana State College and
earned a Bachelorâ€™s Degree in Animal Science. Afterattaining a Masterâ€™s Degree
in Animal Physiology Reproduction he began working for the Montana Cooperative
Extension Service in Lake County, Montana, in 1965. Driven by his love of science,
animals, and all things agriculture he became the Extension Agent for Beaverhead County
in 1967. A few weeks after moving to Dillon, he met Regina Rieber and eight months later
they were married on September 23rd of that same year. He built a home just outside of
Dillon where he and Regina raised five children. He continued his strong work ethic
throughout his entire life. He served the citizens of Beaverhead County as extension agent
for 37 years. Many people remember him as a man with the answer for just about
anything. From heifers to house plants, weeds to bats, if someone had a question, John
could find the answer. He was instrumental at improving the cattle herds of southwestern
Montana when, in the early 1970s, he began teaching ranchers the science and
fundamentals of improving reproduction and performance through heifer selection. He was
recognized both locally and nationally for his work as an extension agent receiving
numerous awards including the Distinguished Service Award by the National Association
of County Agriculture Agents and Montana State University Extension Service Agricultural
Agent of the Year.Of his many professional accomplishments, he was most proud of his
work with the 4-H program of Beaverhead County. He worked with two generations of 4-H
students and, as he often lamented, was one year short of working with three generations.
He spearheaded construction of the 4-H building and oversaw 37 Beaverhead County
Fairs. In 2007, he was inducted into the Montana 4-H Hall of Fame. His family was his
greatest source of pride and pleasure. He taught his children the values of hard work,
community stewardship, and fun, supporting their 4-H projects and many extracurricular
endeavors. He and Regina spent 15 years traveling all over the state watching their four
sons wrestle in high school. The tradition continued when they traveled to Kansas last

year to watch their oldest grandson win the state wrestling title. He adored his
grandchildren and had a wonderful knack for making each of his grandkids feel special in
their own unique way. He retired in 2003, but never stopped working. He took his hobby of
woodworking into a second career, building cabinets for many households in southwestern
Montana. He loved the outdoors and landscape of Beaverhead County and enjoyed
spraying weeds with his son, Todd, for many years including the last summer of his life.
Many remember John for his hard work and service but everyone remembers him for his
gentle nature and kindness. He was preceded in death by his parents, Earl and Helen,
and brother, Ralph. He is survived by his wife Regina Maki and children Craig (Janel)
Maki of Twin Falls, ID, Marilyn (Chuck) Buus of Ennis, Jeffrey (Janey) Maki of Wichita, KS,
Brett (Anna Loge) Maki of Dillon, and Todd (Christy Gunn) Maki of Dillon. Brothers Kevin
Maki and Neil (Fran) Maki of Corvallis, MT. Grandchildren: Alexis, Chet and Kaden Maki;
Chas, Lane and Sage Buus; Mackenzie, Lukas, Jack, Gabe and Adam Maki; Zach and
Amelia Maki. One Great-Grandson:Robert (Bo) Bowman IV. Rosary (6:30 p.m.) and Vigil
Services (7:00 p.m.) will be Friday, May 2, 2014 at Saint Rose Catholic Church in Dillon
and Funeral Mass (10:30 a.m.) on Saturday, May 3rd with a luncheon at the Parish Center
following the burial at Mountain View Cemetery. Memorials can be made to Beaverhead
County 4-H Foundation or Barrett Hospital Home Health and Hospice.
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Tribute Wall

LW

Dear Regina and Family~~My sincere yet slightly belated condolences on John's
passing. I was very sorry to read of his death. May all of you continue to hear
words of hope and feel hugs of comfort as you recall the memories of his life so
well-lived. And, may he rest in eternal peace among the angels of heaven.....
Lynn (Buyan) Williamson - May 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

PP

Craig and Family, Very Sorry to hear of the passing of John. He was the kind of
man that always had the answer. I remember several times visiting with him at
the County extension office.Not only was he knowledgable he was also very kind.
Beaverhead Co. lost one of the good guys. Pete Petersen
Pete Petersen - May 24, 2014 at 12:00 AM

WW

Dear Maki Family - So sorry to hear about John's passing. He was a tremendous
role model for me when I began my Extension career in Cascade Co in 2002.
Please accept my heartfelt sympathy for your loss.
Wendy Wedum - May 05, 2014 at 12:00 AM

DH

Dearest Regina and Family, I am so very sorry. You have my deepest sympathy
and condolences. John was such a good, good man. Lots of great memories from
our wrestling years, working in the courthouse and 4-H. All of you take care of
yourselves and may God's Grace strengthen each and everyone of you....Deb
Deb Harrison - May 04, 2014 at 12:00 AM

GW

I was very sorry to hear of John's passing. He was a wonderful man and did so
much for the 4H people. My condolences to the Maki family. My prayers are with
you. Gary
Gary Williams - May 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

HH

My condolences to the Maki family. John was always very helpful whenever I
called on him. He will be missed.
Hank Hugulet - May 03, 2014 at 12:00 AM

NB

So sorry to hear of John's passing. We had so many good times for years. He will
be so missed.Condolances to the family. He was ONE GREAT GUY!
Nel Buck - May 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

KH

Dear Maki Family, May John rest in peace and many great memories live on and
on and on! He has had a tremendous impact to many people no matter the
job/activity/event/sport. It has been a true honor to know him and the family for all
these years!
Koy & Denise Holland - May 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

JD

The Maki Family, The family lost a loved one and the community lost a terrific
public servant. I was so sad to hear of Jack's passing for he was a very special
person and I am sure will be missed by a great many. May you find comfort in
knowing that others sympathize with you and deeply care. Our love, Jim and
Shirley DeBree
Jim DeBree - May 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

BS

Dear Maki family. Sorry about John. What a great man I was lucky enough to
know and have as a mentor. His patience and kindness were above all others. He
ruined all other extension agents for me, I have not met any so intelligent or
motivating, kind, respectful or thoughtful. Bless you all.
Bernadine Snyder - May 02, 2014 at 12:00 AM

CM

Dear Maki Family Our sympathy for your loss. May he rest easy in heaven. God
Bless.
Clifford Dale & Juanita Maki - May 01, 2014 at 12:00 AM

MV

Jack was a great Extension Agent. I enjoyed the opportunity to work and learn
from him. My sympathy and prayers to his family upon his passing.
Mike Vogel - April 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

WA

My deceased husband was a classmate of Jack's, and our family lived near the
Corvallis Makis'. Sincere sympathy to all of you. Wilma Allen
Wilma (Jerry) Allen - April 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

LL

Dear Maki Family, I am sorry to hear about John's passing. This community will
truly miss him and his expertise. Having worked with John with youth activities
and programs for the local area farmers and ranchers for years, I know what a
special person and educator he was. He had a great influence on thousands of
young men and women. Sincerely, Larry Laknar and family
Larry Laknar - April 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

VF

I am so sorry of your loss. Jack was a special friend,He was my Johns best friend
through school, and was best man at our wedding, He was also a palbarer at
Johns funeral. Jack holds a special place in my heart.May he rest in peace.
Vivian Foley
Vivian Foley - April 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

RS

Regina and family~ So sorry to hear of John's passing. What a kind,
knowledgeable and soft-spoken man he was, he will be missed by many. We
cannot even begin to fathom the lives he touched in his life. Know that our
thoughts and prayers are with you all. Hold close to your hearts all the wonderful
memories and know that he lives on in all of you. God bless.
Rod and Judy Siring - April 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

PL

Dear Maki Family, We are very sorry to hear of the passing of John. The Lucon
family has many fond memories of their 4-H experiences throughout their youth
that John Maki bestowed within them. Your family is in our thoughts and prayers.
The Lucon Family
Peter Lucon - April 30, 2014 at 12:00 AM

MC

Maki family...John was a great man. He always treated me with respect whenever
I had a conversation with him. I listened when he talked because he said things in
a quiet way...May God speed.
Mike and Ann Crosser - April 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

BB

Dear Regina and family, We are saddened to hear of John's passing. As we go
through this life, there are certain individuals that stand out in our memories. We
have great admiration and respect for John and all of your family. It was a real
pleasure serving with John in the Southwestern Stockman Association. It was
always a good experience run into him through the years since we left Dillon. His
contributions to the youth and others in Beaverhead County are commendable
and will live on in the lives of those he has touched. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you. Boyd and Diane Briggs
Boyd and Diane Briggs - April 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

CC

Dear Maki Family- We are so sorry for your loss. John was always such a help
when I was a youngster in 4-H. His knowledge, and kindness will be missed by
the entire community. Thank you, John, for all of the help and wisdom you shared
along the way. May God bless each of you during this most difficult time. With
Sympathy, Cara & Bob
Cara & Bob Campbell - April 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

RM

We were sad to hear of John's passing. John was so helpful to us and our family
through 4-H and other agriculture problems. He will be greatly missed. Our
prayers will be with all of you.
Russell & Sonja Munday - April 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

JD

To the Maki Family: I am so sorry to hear of John's passing. He was my favorite
classmate at Montana State many years ago and although we didn't cross paths
often enough, I always considered him a friend. I will miss him. My sincere
condolences to all of you. John Dooling
John Dooling - April 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

DN

Marilyn, Chuck, and kids, our heartfelt sympathy goes out to you during your time
of loss. Please know that you are in our thoughts and prayers. Dan and Martha
Dan & Martha Northway - April 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

CS

Regina... We were sad to see that John passed. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family now during these difficult days. We remember his goodnatured spirit and his many contributions to the community. We send to you our
most heartfelt condolences. God's blessings to you. --Dorothy & Chuck
Charles & Dorothy Swysgood - April 29, 2014 at 12:00 AM

VK

To the Maki Family: I am deeply sorry to hear of John's passing. He was a mentor
to many Extension professionals. I fondly remember many of the things he
passed along to me in our conversations. And just watching him "work" an
Extension meeting or work with kids was a lesson in its own. You are in my
thoughts. â—¦Believe in Angels. They express themselves in many ways, a
dream, a whisper, coincidence an overpowering feeling. Author Unknown
Virginia Knerr - April 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

TH

My condolences to the entire Maki family. I am so thankful that John lived and
continues to live in myself and my family. What a difference he and Regina have
made in so many lives. A quick example: there would not be a Sagebrush and
Snowdrift 4H club here in Dillon without their input. When we arrived in Dillon 20+
yrs ago, there was no spot for my two as all the clubs were full. John said, "Why
don't you start one..."and it took off from there. From Azaleas to Zinc, John knew
what would grow to what needed to be given! Loved his gentle spirit, his bountiful
knowledge and love of live. He will be tremendously missed. God Bless you all.
Tery Hursh
Tery Hursh - April 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

TB

Dear Maki Family, We are so sorry to hear of John's passing. He was certainly
someone we looked up to for his knowledge and his helping nature. Our whole
community lost a friend with his passing, and we offer you our most sincere
sympathy.
Tom and Cindy Barnes - April 28, 2014 at 12:00 AM

GF

To the Maki family. Our prayers are for John and your family. I remember fondly
his kindness and friendship. Rest in peace John.
Greg Whitworth and family - April 27, 2014 at 12:00 AM

HW

Dear Maki Family: I was saddened to learn about John's passing. He provided so
much support to me over the years and to all the Beaverhead County 4-H clubs.
He helped me get to Japan and Paraguay on my 4-H trips and gave so much of
his time to pro-social causes. I only wish I could give back to the world as much
as he gave to the youth of our county. With sincere condolences to the entire
Maki family, Heidi Williams
Heidi Williams - April 27, 2014 at 12:00 AM

