Roma Nadine Steele
August 20, 1939 - August 20, 2017

Roma Nadine Steele (78) passed away peacefully in her sleep at Barrett Hospital and
Healthcare on Aug 20, 2017. It was her 78th birthday. After a battle with a rare condition,
autoimmune encephalitis, she went to Heaven surrounded by her loved ones. Roma was
born August 20, 1939 in Parker, Arizona to Cecil "Smitty" Smith and Laura "Boots" Smith.
Roma married the love of her life, Mike, on August 14th, 1959. They spent 58 wonderful
years together. Their Marriage was an Inspiration of unconditional love and true
commitment. Those that truly knew Roma would describe her as someone with a bright
smile, kind, sweet spirit and a huge pure heart of Gold that would do anything to help
someone in need. Roma’s sweetness touched all who came in contact with her. You
couldn’t help but smile and feel joy @whenever she was around. Roma had a few different
careers in her lifetime. In the 60’s, 70’s and early 80’s she worked for both the US Forest
Service or the BLM. After her daughters had left home she worked alongside her husband
as his Assistant Manager for the many years they managed motels. Throughout the 70’s
and 80’s she treasured being a Pastors Wife. Her favorite and most fulfilling job, by far,
was being a homemaker. She loved her family with all her heart and was very dedicated to
and proud of all of them. Nothing ever came before her family. As a Pastor’s Wife, Roma
enjoyed every aspect of sharing the Lords word with others. She and her husband Mike
were very strong in their faith and felt called by God to teach his word. The Lord used
them to touch many people and lead them to salvation. They raised three strong
independent women who all went on to have fulfilling lives and who also share the heart of
gold that Roma was most known for. Special Thanks to Dr. Karen Weed, Dr. Tom Murray,
Dr. Sandra McIntyre, and Dr. Anna Loge, as well as, all the CNA’s and nursing staff at
Barrett Hospital. They were all so very loving and nurturing to her, and took such good
care of her while she was there. They became our extended family through this difficult
time. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts! Roma was proceeded in death by her
Father Cecil "Smitty" Smith, Mother Laura “Boots" Smith, and Brother Kenneth "Bud"
Smith. Father and Mother in law Ebb and Edith Steele and Brother and Sister in Law Ebb
“Sonny” and Lydia Steele. She is survived by her Husband Mike Steele of Dillon, MT, Her
Brother Thomas "Buck" Smith of Butte, MT, Her three Daughters Michelle Steele of
Helena, MT, Melinda Steele Owen of Dillon, MT and Melissa (Kevin) Van Riper of

Hermiston, OR, Her 7 Grandchildren: Mike Wilke, Megaan Wilke, Mitch (Heather) Wilke,
AJ Wade, Miranda Wilke, Britta (Matt) Morrow, Mason (Olivia) Owen, her 16 GreatGrandchildren all of whom she loved and adored. She is also survived by many of her
Steele family, including Terry (Kay) Steele of Ritter, OR, and numerous nieces and
nephews. Her Kindness and love will be truly missed by all who knew her!
We hope your dancing in the sky... We hope your singing in the angels choir.... Heaven
has gained another Angel. XOXOX
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Last night I had a 'memory dream'.. I remembered a summertime trip my sisters
and I made to stay with my grandmother. When we left grandma's house she
would always stand in the doorway waving goodbye and smiling widely until we
couldn't see her anymore. My mom didn't pick us up that year, but she was
waiting and I remember as soon as we turned the corner and headed towards the
house.. she ran out and into the driveway with our little dog 'Pierre' following at
her heels, to greet us at the car. My dream last night reminded me also, how
Mom was just like my grandmother when she said good bye. They would both run
to greet you when saying hello and when saying good bye they would stand at
the door waving and smiling until you couldn't see them anymore.
michele Sheli Steele - September 01, 2017 at 12:19 PM
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Tona Lawson lit a candle in memory of Roma Nadine
Steele

Tona Lawson - August 26, 2017 at 08:03 PM
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Roma Nadine Steele (78) passed away peacefully in her sleep at Barrett Hospital
and Healthcare on Aug 20, 2017. It was her 78th birthday. After a battle with a
rare condition, autoimmune encephalitis, she went to Heaven surrounded by her
loved ones.
Roma was born August 20, 1939 in Parker, Arizona to Cecil "Smitty" Smith and
Laura "Boots" Smith. Roma married the love of her life, Mike, on August 14th,
1959. They spent 58 wonderful years together. Their Marriage was an Inspiration
of unconditional love and true commitment.
Those that truly knew Roma would describe her as someone with a bright smile,
kind, sweet spirit and a huge pure heart of Gold that would do anything to help
someone in need.
Roma’s sweetness touched all who came in contact with her. You couldn’t help
but smile and feel joy @whenever she was around.
Roma had a few different careers in her lifetime. In the 60’s, 70’s and early 80’s
she worked for both the US Forest Service or the BLM. After her daughters had
left home she worked alongside her husband as his Assistant Manager for the
many years they managed motels. Throughout the 70’s and 80’s she treasured
being a Pastors Wife. Her favorite and most fulfilling job, by far, was being a
homemaker. She loved her family with all her heart and was very dedicated to
and proud of all of them. Nothing ever came before her family.
As a Pastor’s Wife, Roma enjoyed every aspect of sharing the Lords word with
others. She and her husband Mike were very strong in their faith and felt called by
God to teach his word. The Lord used them to touch many people and lead them
to salvation.
They raised three strong independent women who all went on to have fulfilling
lives and who also share the heart of gold that Roma was most known for.
Special Thanks to Dr. Karen Weed, Dr. Tom Murray, Dr. Sandra McIntyre, and Dr.
Anna Loge, as well as, all the CNA’s and nursing staff at Barrett Hospital. They
were all so very loving and nurturing to her, and took such good care of her while
she was there. They became our extended family through this difficult time.
Thank you from the bottom of our hearts!
Roma was proceeded in death by her Father Cecil "Smitty" Smith, Mother Laura
“Boots" Smith, and Brother Kenneth "Bud" Smith. Father and Mother in law Ebb
and Edith Steele and Brother and Sister in Law Ebb “Sonny” and Lydia Steele.
She is survived by her Husband Mike Steele of Dillon, MT, Her Brother Thomas
"Buck" Smith of Butte, MT, Her three Daughters Michelle Steele of Helena, MT,
Melinda Steele Owen of Dillon, MT and Melissa (Kevin) Van Riper of Hermiston,
OR, Her 7 Grandchildren: Mike Wilke, Megaan Wilke, Mitch (Heather) Wilke, AJ
Wade, Miranda Wilke, Britta (Matt) Morrow, Mason (Olivia) Owen, her 16 GreatGrandchildren all of whom she loved and adored. She is also survived by many of
her Steele family, including Terry (Kay) Steele of Ritter, OR, and numerous nieces
and nephews. Her Kindness and love will be truly missed by all who knew her!
We hope your dancing in the sky... We hope your singing in the angels choir....
Heaven has gained another Angel. XOXOX
Missi - August 24, 2017 at 08:56 PM
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We wanted to express our sympathies to you at this your time of grief we pray
you be strengthened in the days ahead. We like to share a thought that gave us
comfort. At Daniel 12:2 , "And many of those asleep in the dust of the earth will
wake up, some to everlasting life ..." May this thought bring you comfort as it did
our family during our time of loss.
JR
Jay River - August 22, 2017 at 12:22 PM
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Things I will always remember about my mom:
1) She married my dad 6 weeks after her two little brothers introduced them.
2) She ‘robbed the cradle’. Mom was 19 and my dad was 17 when they got married
(my grandmother had to sign a release so my dad could get married)
3) She spent her teenage years living in an old house at the top of Rebel Hill in
Canyon City Oregon. She and my grandma hosted girls parties with young brothers
and her dad nearby.
4) She was extremely close to her mom
5) She had a pet snake when she was a little girl.
6) Her nickname was Sis.
7) Her other nickname was Rusty.
8) She started a book about her life.
9) She was sheltered as a teenager and came home from a date one time running to
her room crying. As her mom would tell the story (thru tears of laughter) Mom thought
she was pregnant, when she had actually been French kissed.
10) When Mom and Grandma would tell a funny story they would laugh until they’d
cry…. Then my dad would get in on it, then we’d all get in on it. I loved that about her.
11) She was a true partner to my dad and loved him with all her heart.
12) She was strong and had many long and ‘drawn out’ discussions with my dad and
she loved him with all her heart.
13) Mom and dad would laugh until they cried
14) They were married 58 years on August 14, 2014
15) They loved to jitterbug when they were young.
16) Mom Loved to jitterbug with her dad Smitty
17) Mom used to fix my 'long' hair for school everyday until I was in the third grade
when we had it cut off.
18) Mom loved her daughters more than anything (aside from dad) and had a very
close relationship with each of us in an individual way.
19) She was the best listener there was
20) She had her opinions
21) Her smile was quick
22) Her wit was funny
23) Mom LOVED people
24) She ALWAYS had her families back
25) She would cry at Hallmark commercials.
26) She loved the weather channel
27) She would laugh till she cried
28) She was incredibly smart and organized
29) She loved to ‘people watch’
30) She would sit and draw ‘characters’ of my sisters and me when we were little
31) She loved the Lord
32) She had the cutest giggle
33) She loved Angels
34) When flying one year in a small plane for work training, she and her co-workers
were found in a lightning storm. The plane went into distress, mom’s co-workers were
panicked but mom wasn’t because she could see two angels. One on each wing. Two
baby angels. They were playing, laughing, smiling and waving at her. When she saw
them she knew everything would be ok. I remember my mom coming home from that
trip and telling that story time and time again. Tears rolling down her face and her face
radiant with understanding.
35) One of Mom’s favorite days was payday
36) Mom always loved making right turns when driving around town.
37) One of Mom’s favorite phrases was, ‘Praise the Lord’
38) Mom got license plates for her and dad. Her’s read, ‘Hey God.’ And Dad’s read,
‘Oh Lord’
39) A few years ago she shared that she thought she may pass when she was 78, the
same age as my grandmother when she passed away.
40) She passed on her 78th birthday August 20, 2017
I know there is so much more about her.. the memories are here and the loss is here

too. She was so strong, but such an uplifting person.
I love you mom..Sheli
michele Sheli Steele - September 01, 2017 at 12:18 PM
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Susan Sprinkle lit a candle in memory of Roma Nadine
Steele

Susan Sprinkle - August 21, 2017 at 02:41 PM

