Mary Elizabeth Merino
April 21, 1983 - October 28, 2015

Mary Elizabeth Merino passed away on October 28, taken from life much too early and
under the saddest of circumstances. She was born on April 21, 1983, in Boston, MA, to
Margaret Noyce and Tony Merino. Throughout her short and wondrous life, she lived all
over the continent, touching lives everywhere she went. A free spirit and beautiful woman,
she cared for others more than she cared for herself, and gave of herself every single day.
A true cowgirl and a dedicated rancher, she never tired of working the land and improving
everything around her through hard work and faith in others. She loved her dogs, her
cows, and her horses, and she loved the ranching life more than any other. Everyone who
knew her was awed by her beauty and her strength, and all the lives she touched will
forever be changed by her influence. She was a beacon of light, and the world will be a
darker place without her. She will be sorely missed, and treasured in memory forever. She
is survived by: her daughters Savanna and Aziza Merino, her mother Margaret Noyce, her
father Tony Merino, her brothers Michael Merino and David Noyce, her sister Jessica
Merino, her partner Blake Nuffer, and her dear friend Andrew Bugni, as well as her
extended family and many close friends. Her funeral will take place at the Brundage
Funeral Home in Dillon, on 7 November, at 5 p.m. The service is open to family and
friends. To send flowers, please visit www.brundagefuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Mary Elizabeth Merino
June 15, 2014 ·
When I was fifteen, I was terrified of the world because I iknew I wasn't ready to go
out into it. I was TOTALLY unprepared in every way. I was trying to learn all I could,
but info was hard to come by. One person helped me more than anyone. He taught
me practical stuff--to fish, to restore a dirtbike, to butcher deer, to choose and
purchase a used vehicle, to drive (legally, haha), and to snowmobile!! Ill never forget
that winter--I don't think we missed a weekend. Up before daybreak, pick our canned
Chef Boyardee product of choice, throw one under each hood, and we'd be gone all
day, dragging ourselves home after dark, pooped but happy. In the summer, we got
lost on our bikes. (Sometimes REALLY lost smile emoticon ) He even helped me
navigate fifteen-year-old high school drama! Best lesson of all, I think, was that when
all is chaos around you, chase down your peace!! Thanks, Pat Moore
Mary sent the above message to me on my Facebook timeline last year. I have
shared it here to relate the giving and positive grateful person that she was. After she
posted it I called to thank her and share with her that it was she that took the initiative
to evaluate a situation and make the appropriate choice. All I did was to present
options. She sure accomplished many things in her short life.
The last time I spoke with her was in early October when she relayed to me how
much pleasure and love she enjoyed through her animals. We talked about dogs in
particular in that they live short lives in comparison to humans. We shared that even
though their lives were short that they knew how to celebrate life every day and that
people could benefit from that lesson. I find some comfort in the fact that Mary was
able to celebrate life doing what she loved and hopefully most days brought her great
happiness. Mary used to tell us that she hated sad good-byes. I sure do understand
what she meant, so on her behalf I will just say adios and I will look to seeing you on
the other side.

Patrick Moore - January 06, 2016 at 12:33 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Patrick Moore - January 05, 2016 at 01:05 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Patrick Moore - January 05, 2016 at 01:03 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Patrick Moore - January 05, 2016 at 01:02 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Patrick Moore - January 05, 2016 at 12:59 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Patrick Moore - January 05, 2016 at 12:55 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Patrick Moore - January 05, 2016 at 12:53 AM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

Patrick Moore - January 05, 2016 at 12:49 AM

“

I will never forget Mary and the things she has done for me and taught me. She was
a great romoble and a great friend. She was a beautiful women inside and out, and I
will never let anyone tell me otherwise.

Shyann Kennedy - November 07, 2015 at 04:10 PM

“

Mary was a great person we had great times back on the ranch I miss that place so
much I'm so sad about what happened and I wish I stayed around longer.. –Zachary
Kennedy

Zachary kennedy - November 07, 2015 at 04:05 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Heather Kennedy - November 07, 2015 at 03:56 PM

“

Mary befriend me and took not only me but my family under her wing. She taught us
so much about ranching and working the land. I can't repay her for her positive work
ethic, "Never quit", and everything is possible attitude that she impressed upon my
children and re-awoke in me. I lost a very good friend and feel like I lost a sister. She
will stay in our hearts until we see her again. Mary we love you!
Until our paths cross again. . .

Heather Kennedy - November 07, 2015 at 03:52 PM

“

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the family of Mary Elizabeth Merino.

November 07, 2015 at 11:04 AM

“

4 files added to the tribute wall

Penny Noyce - November 06, 2015 at 12:48 PM

“

The Pacific Steel and Recycling Family purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket
for the family of Mary Elizabeth Merino.

The Pacific Steel and Recycling Family - November 05, 2015 at 06:32 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of Mary Elizabeth Merino.

November 04, 2015 at 08:54 AM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mary Elizabeth Merino.

November 03, 2015 at 12:34 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Mary Elizabeth Merino.

November 03, 2015 at 12:23 PM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Mary Elizabeth Merino.

November 02, 2015 at 05:05 PM

“

I am sorry to learn of your recent loss. The passing of a love one is painful. You have
my deepest sympathy. I'd like to share scripture that may bring comfort and hope.
1Thes. 4:13, 14 reads...Moreover, brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about
those who are sleeping in death, so that you may not sorrow as the rest do who have
no hope. If we have faith that Jesus died and rose again, so too God will bring with
him those who have fallen asleep through Jesus.
John 11:25 lets us know this...Jesus said to her, I am the resurrection and the life.
The one who exercises faith in me, even though he dies, will come to life.
Daniel 12:2 also lets us know...And many of those asleep in the dust of the earth will
wake up, some to everlasting life....
John 6:40 tells us why these words are faithful and true...For this is the will of my
Father, that everyone who recognizes the Son and exercises faith in him should have
everlasting life and I will resurrect him on the last day.
I sincerely want these scriptures to bring hope and help your family endure.

J Nunnally - November 02, 2015 at 04:32 PM

“

Greg and Ruth DeHaan purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the family of Mary
Elizabeth Merino.

Greg and Ruth DeHaan - November 01, 2015 at 08:21 AM

“

The last time I saw her was back in the 1980´s when Mary and Michael lived here in
the Dominican Republic, she was the cutest little girl ever! I will never forget a word
she gave me from Matthew 7:7..."Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will
find; knock, and it will be opened to you". I did not have the opportunity to share with
them after that day, I will always remember her as my sweet little cousin.

Aurora Merino - October 31, 2015 at 11:08 PM

“

Mary was the first real girl friend I made when I moved to Montana in 2009. My
husband, Tye, and I met her and Andrew through Craigslist, of all places, and in
person somewhere along the way, camping together the first day we met- her sense
of adventure always ready for something new! Mary felt instantly familiar, comforting
and interesting to me and I was so grateful for her friendship while I settled into life
here. Though we lived a couple hours away from each other, we always managed to
meet in the most interesting of places to swap stories from time to time. She was
unquestionably one of the most unique, interesting and inspiring people I have ever
met, which I have certainly said before and will again. We always managed to
reconnect with affection as if we were never apart even when our busy lives took us
in different directions for long periods. We looked forward to our plans to be closer
together as we both spent more time in Twin and Whitehall these days, and I'm
devastated to go on and "meet in the middle" like that without her. She was a true
mother in every sense of the word, taking to that role with her daughters as if it had
always been hers. I hope to one day be half the mother she was. Mary had a work
ethic that could not be rivaled and a sense of love and adventure like I haven't ever
seen. I loved when she would tell me if I asked if she wanted to do...whatever...that
of course, why would she want to miss a life experience if she could have it? All the
time I think of those words when I'm afraid, and she probably didn't even remember
saying them because they came so naturally to her. I cannot express my sadness
enough, and my heart is with her loved ones at this time and forever. Montana has
lost one of its greatest women.

Alex Mufson - October 31, 2015 at 07:43 PM

“

I was very saddened to hear of the passing of Mary. She was one of the nicest young
ladies that I have had the privilege of meeting.I got to know her through her real estate
interests, showing her properties and talking to her about land values. I was impressed with
her intelligence and work ethics. It is a shame someone so young and vibrant was called
home so early. She will be missed by everyone who knew her. She was a wonderful young
lady!
Mike Probst - November 02, 2015 at 10:51 AM

