Margaret "Peggy" Birkenbuel
July 2, 1938 - July 4, 2020

Margaret Ann Birkenbuel went to heaven peacefully on July 4, 2020. Peggy was born on
July 27, 1938 in Portland, Oregon to Edward and Hazel Driscoll. She grew up with 9
brothers and sisters and attended St. Mary’s Academy.
Peggy was a badass! She was a strong, confident, independent, adventurous woman that
had a zest for life. In her early career she had many unique opportunities working in the
corporate world in Seattle; such as watching and flying on the first 737 Boeing airplane
and appearing in a movie with Elvis at the Worlds Biggest Fair. She taught skiing at
Stevens Pass and promoted and distributed the first issue of Powder Magazine. Her
passion was skiing and those early accomplishments gave her an adventurous spirit and
the opportunity to do what ever she wanted later in life.
In the early 1970’s she moved to the Big Hole Valley in Montana to work at Sundance
Lodge. She wanted to be in the mountains and ski. In the Big Hole she met many people
while working on ranches and teaching skiing at Deep Creek Ski Area and Maverick
Mountain. That’s where she met Butch Birkenbuel they were married and had three little
rowdy boys Brady, Cody, and Cory. Raising her boys was the biggest joy and
accomplishment in her life. She loved her boys and taught them to work hard and to
persevere in everything they did. Her boys were her life and she loved to brag about them!
She graduated from Western Montana College in the mid 1990’s with a teaching degree
and after the boys grew up Peggy moved to Alaska to chase a dream of teaching school
and creating art. Peggy loved Alaska and experienced many adventures with new friends.
She fell in love with hockey and was known as Grandma Nanook while attending every
game at the University of Alaska Fairbanks. After spending twenty years in Alaska it was
time to come home to Dillon, Montana to be with her boys.
Peggy left a mark on everyone she met and could connect with someone right away,
always making new friends and telling stories. She had an infectious smile and she could
light up a room when she entered it. When people would ask her how she was doing she

would reply, “ Got three hours and Ill tell you.”
There is a visitation scheduled for Tuesday, July 7th from 6 - 7:30 PM at St. Rose of Lima
Catholic Church with a vigil service and rosary starting at 7:30. A Funeral Mass will be
celebrated on Wednesday, July 8th, 2020 at 12:10 PM at the church. A guestbook is
available online at www.brundagefuneralhome.com.

Events
JUL
7

Visitation

06:00PM - 07:30PM

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church
226 South Atlantic, Dillon, MT, US, 59725

JUL
7

Vigil Service

07:30PM

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church
226 South Atlantic, Dillon, MT, US, 59725

JUL
8

Funeral Mass

12:10PM

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church
226 South Atlantic, Dillon, MT, US, 59725

Comments

“

I was the Rifle Coach at UAF and Gramma Nanook was a staple at all of our
matches. She was a friend to the athletes, the department, and the staff. I spent
hours talking to Peggy and was always impressed with her positive outlook on life,
her adventurous spirit, and her love of all things Nanook! I talked to her just a few
months ago as she called just to catch up as we are just over in Idaho now. We were
planning on stopping and visiting her next time we came thru Montana. I'm sorry I
missed the opportunity. She will be fondly remembered.

Dan Jordan - August 10 at 04:08 PM

“

Peggy was an inspiration to all of us involved with Nanook hockey She always had a
smile for you and was a tireless worker. She loved the players on the nanook team
and was always generous and went out of her way to do nice grandmotherly type
things for them when she could. My wife and boys got to know Peggy but understood
when she left Fairbanks to be closer to her family. Rest in peace Gramma Nanook.

Scott Roselius - July 10 at 01:30 AM

“

Peggy was a wonderful friend to my wife, Melissa, and myself ... she came to dinner,
visited with our family and was loved by our daughter and grandchildren. She also
took care of our house and nearly smoked herself out by starting a fire in our
fireplace with the damper closed. She was a kind and loving woman and had
countless friends anywhere she lived. Countless stories of all her exploits were spun
by Peggy. She was a bright light in these dark times. I loved her and I will forever
miss my wonderful friend, Peggy.
Bob Downes

Robert Downes - July 10 at 01:29 AM

“

I am so sorry to here about the lost of your Mother. She was a wonderful Lady and I
have many wonderful memories of her and your family. She taught me to ski, oh so
many years ago at Deep Creek Ski Area. Then I lived with you guys when I was
going to college in Dillon in 1983. I was so blessed to know her and be welcomed
into your family like I was! I am sorry to have missed the funeral and all, I just found
out! Sorry again for your loss but I know your Mom is smiling down on you now and
for always! God Bless you and all your family. Shawna Page

Shawna Page - July 09 at 06:46 PM

“

Shawna Page lit a candle in memory of Margaret "Peggy" Birkenbuel

Shawna Page - July 09 at 05:25 PM

“

My sincerest condolences..Peggy loved life and loved her Nanooks...
Bruce Cech..Voice of the Nanooks..

Bruce Cech - July 09 at 09:24 AM

“

Dear Birkenbuel family, I was so blessed to have known your Mom "Peggy" through
the Catholic Church in Fairbanks, Alaska. She was a great conversationalist and full
of energy. As she was preparing to move and sell her home we visited weekly. I was
worried about her traveling down the Alcan highway and she assured me she had a
phone and was checking in with family daily. What an adventurous Alaskan and
Montana lady. She helped so many people with her participation, hard work and kind
words. Heaven welcomed her with open arms. Peace and prayers - Warmly, Teresa
Chepoda Usibelli

Teresa Chepoda Usibelli - July 08 at 01:58 PM

“

Peggy was a truly remarkable lady! Certainly one of a kind.
Bright-eyed, passionate, so fearless, she lived life to the fullest.
We looked forward to seeing her on our trips to Fairbanks during the hockey season.
Never a dull moment with Peggy!
We will always cherish the many memories of this amazing lady.
Orson & Vivian Gadowsky Edmonton, Alberta Canada

O & V Gadowsky - July 08 at 01:54 PM

“

Sorry we thought a lot of Peggy
Dean and Eddie Lou Stanchfield

Dean stanchfield - July 08 at 10:18 AM

“

We so enjoyed the Friday UAF hockey luncheons when we could visit with Peggy.
She made our week. She was such a caring, loving, and joyful volunteer for so many
groups in Fairbanks. She loved her Nanooks and knew each player and their
parents. Quite a lady! May God and the love of Christ be with you now and forever.—
Hollis and Darleen Hall—Fairbanks, AK

Hollis Hall - July 08 at 12:52 AM

“

Cory, it was a pleasure to meet your energetic and talented Mom at your shop. I am
sorry for your loss, and condolences to you and the entire family.
Neal Straus

Neal Straus - July 07 at 09:04 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers to all. Peggy was such an amazing lady. Loved seeing her
and hearing her stories. She was an adventurous gal - one of a kind!
Kathy and Dean Wise

Kathy Wise - July 07 at 05:34 PM

“

Ahh peggy, she was life itself! Blessings to her as she starts a new adventure with
the angels!

nansi chandlernorum - July 07 at 05:09 PM

“

Peggy will be missed around Dillon, she was always good for
A story!
Brady and Cory we are
So
Sorry for your
Loss....

Pam Nielsen - July 07 at 04:14 PM

“

Peggy was an active AISG volunteer and athlete for many years. Her energetic spirit
was alway interested in trying something new, sharing stories, and living in the
moment. We were fortunate to have her a part of the Alaska International Senior
Games as well as representing Alaska at the National Senior Games
Championships!

Diann Darnall - July 07 at 02:43 PM

“

My thoughts & prayers are with you .

Myrna Champine - July 07 at 01:00 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers

kristina burnaby - July 07 at 11:27 AM

“

1 file added to the album LifeTributes

Brundage Funeral Home - July 07 at 11:03 AM

“

My Prayers and thoughts to Peggy's family, She was quite a lady, certainly
accomplished a lot in life. May She rest in Peace.

Verna Holland - July 07 at 08:25 AM

“

Florist Choice Bouquet was purchased for the family of Margaret "Peggy" Birkenbuel.

July 07 at 01:13 AM

“

Thinking of you at this sad time. I enjoyed sending Peggy some mail this past year
and so happy to have received one back.
Pat McCue Nanaimo, Vancouver Island, BC Canada

Pat McCue - July 06 at 08:48 PM

“

Peggy was always a joy to be around. I had the privilege of being her golf partner, in
the Nanook tournament. It was a cold rainy day, but we had a great time. She’ll be
missed by many.

Devin - July 06 at 08:35 PM

“

2 files added to the album LifeTributes

Keith Carney - July 06 at 05:13 PM

“

61 files added to the album LifeTributes

Brundage Funeral Home - July 06 at 04:24 PM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Margaret "Peggy"
Birkenbuel.

July 06 at 03:58 PM

“

Cory snd Brady,
Your Mom was a sweet lady who always has a smile. She played bingo with our
group several times and we enjoyed her company so much! It’s easy to see where
you both got your giving spirit! God Bless you both. Your Mom has a life well lived!

With sincere sympathy,
Gail and Paul Fuglestad
Gail - July 06 at 03:05 PM

“

Brady and Cory, so sad to here of Peggys passing. I hope her and Anna Winden get
together soon! - Steve

Steve Winden - July 06 at 02:31 PM

“

I so Loved Peggy & considered her a very dear friend & part of our family! The obituary is
so well written & there was nothing Peggy couldn't accomplish- I only wish I could be half
the woman she was! She always saw the good in everyone & her smile radiated a room
when she entered! Sending Prayers-Love-Hugs!
Kathy Stearns - July 06 at 03:02 PM

“

Oh so sorry to hear about our loss of Peggy. She was such a good friend to our Mom, Anna
Winden and we had so many fun times laughing with her. She was so good to our family so
we are sending our love to her boys and family. Love, Jennifer (Winden) Hanson and Mark,
Spokane, WA
Jennifer Hanson - July 06 at 10:45 PM

“

Brady & Cory

Sorry for your loss. Thoughts are with you. The picture of Peggy is beautiful.

Vicki & Tom Andersen - July 06 at 02:19 PM

“

Her hugs are what I loved most. She always had a huge smile and was genuinely
happy to stop and visit each time we ran into each other. Rest in peace sweet lady.

Janet Fadness - July 06 at 12:13 PM

“

My sincere sympathy to you boys.

Lynn Giles - July 06 at 12:09 PM

“

Peggy had such a sparkle in her eyes. Always an adventurous story to tell, I wish I
had half her spunk and courage. She will be greatly missed by many. My heart is
heavy for you both.
Love,Tina

Tina Rath - July 06 at 12:06 PM

“

I’ll always remember Peggy for her positive attitude and her ready smile. She was an
incredibly strong woman – her spirit lives on through the sins she was so proud of.
Tricia (Brienza) Doherty

Patricia (Brienza) Doherty - July 06 at 11:43 AM

“
“

Editing my own comment – “sons” is what it should have been!
Patricia (Brienza) Doherty - July 06 at 11:44 AM

Brady and Cory
So sorry to hear about your Mom’s passing. She was a one of a kind lady. We have so
many fond memories of being neighbors on the river. Not sure how you Mom kept from
going crazy. You three boys were always up to some mischievous thing. She would just
laugh. You were her pride and joy
I got the “Got three hours” the last time I visited with her at seniors
Cody is happy having his Mom with him. They will continue keeping an eye on you two
from above
Sorry we won’t be attending her services, but know our thoughts and prayers are with you
Sandy and Val
Sandy - July 06 at 03:38 PM

“

Cory & Brady,
Your mom was one of a kind and will be sorely missed. She was such a strong woman and
raising you three boys was her happiest moments. Peggy will always be in my heart and
never forgotten, I am blessed to have known her for many years and we shared a mother's
bond...Thank you Peggy for being there for me when I needed it most...
Candi - July 06 at 04:45 PM

“

Sincere condolences, cousins. I’m sure your hearts are breaking. Peggy raised you
boys to be adventurers just like her. I remember three rambunctious, red-headed little
boys living live to the fullest at one of our family reunions. Peggy must’ve had Super
Mom energy to keep up with you three. Wonderful homage to your Mother.

Renata Birkenbuel - July 06 at 11:39 AM

“

Much sympathy to the Birkenbuel family ~ sending Sympathy, Comfort, and Peace,
in memory of the beautiful ray of Sunshine Peggy~
I’ll Be There
Author Unknown
There was no time to say goodbye
But this I ask – please do not cry
Remember me as you think best
The happy time – forget the rest.
Look for me and I’ll be there
And you will find me everywhere
In the gentle touch of breeze
That cools the skin or swirls the leaves.
In the scent and colour of flowers
That gave to me such happy hours
On sunny days under sunny skies of blue
Just think of me, I’ll be with you.
In winter when there’s cloud or mist
The rain will give to you my kiss
As wood smoke lingers in the air
Look for me and I’ll be there.
Where seagulls cry above the sea
And surf rolls in so endlessly
Among towering trees that soar above
In all these things that i once loved
Look for me and I’ll be there
You’ll feel my presence everywhere.

Jeanine Jacobson - July 06 at 11:22 AM

“

Peggy's ever present smile could brighten any ones day - she was full of boundless
energy & positivity! Thoughts & prayers going out to all!

Karen & Russ Kipp - July 06 at 11:10 AM

“

Jeremy Crawford lit a candle in memory of Margaret "Peggy" Birkenbuel

Jeremy Crawford - July 06 at 10:52 AM

“

“A force of nature” is Peggy’s legacy to her family and community. Her vibrancy
brought light to many and it will not dim with her passing. Peace & prayers to her
family and loved ones. that will not dim. Denny & Katherine Patton

Katherine - July 06 at 09:27 AM

“

My condolences and prayers to the Birkenbuel family. Your mom was and is one of a
kind.

Julie Briggs - July 06 at 12:10 AM

“

Rosemay & Richard Oswald sent a virtual gift in memory of Margaret "Peggy"
Birkenbuel

Rosemay & Richard Oswald - July 05 at 10:10 PM

“

Kathi Holt lit a candle in memory of Margaret "Peggy" Birkenbuel

Kathi Holt - July 05 at 07:23 PM

