Frank Eugene Hull
September 29, 1932 - June 29, 2018

Frank E. (Frog) Hull, 85.
Frank “Frog” Hull, Dillon, MT, passed away on June 29, 2018.
Frank “Frog” Hull, singer of songs, was born in Boise, Idaho, on September 29, 1932, to
Melvin and Leona Hull. After his father died, the family moved to Deer Lodge, Montana,
where he graduated from high school in 1951. He attended Western Montana College
until he enlisted in the Army. He became a paratrooper stationed in Georgia and later
Germany. When Frog talked about his time in the service, he said, “I loved the service: it
did more for me than I ever did for it.” After his Army career, he returned to Western on the
GI Bill and graduated with a B.S. in Education in 1958. He earned an M.S. degree in 1960.
Frog often commented on how the GI Bill changed his life. He continued his formal
education at the University of Washington, earning a writing endorsement. While at
Western, he met and found the love of his life, Yvonne Wenger. They were married in
1956 and had six children.
As a young man, Frog was very active in school activities and athletics. He was involved
in music and writing, and was also an athlete, playing sports in high school and college,
including football, basketball, and baseball for the Western Bulldogs. Outside of school, he
had many jobs from setting pins in a bowling alley to playing music in pool halls. Hard
work was part of his life. He credits his success to his family, friends, and all the teachers,
coaches, and mentors who cared for him.
Frog had a 25-year teaching career in the Dillon schools. He coached several sports and
helped his students publish the school newspaper. He taught English, drama, and
journalism, but mostly he taught students how to become good citizens, contribute to their
communities, and always use good grammar! American Literature and Shakespeare were
his favorite courses to teach. His ability to dissect poetry and prose to help his students
understand was truly a gift. Frog used literature to teach life’s lessons and connect the
past with the present. He would often break into song or play the harmonica in class to set
the tone of what was to come during the lesson. Frog also found such joy in collaborating
and joking with his colleagues.
Frog had many other jobs outside of his teaching career. He was the juvenile probation
officer, city judge, basketball official, Big Sky Conference football official, Frontier

Conference football officials’ supervisor, motivational speaker, Elks club steward,
hardware store specialist, and dance band musician in the group “The Generation Gap.”
He could come up with a song or a poem for any occasion—whether requested or not!
Frog had the gift of connecting with everyone, from the Governor of Montana to the folks
in the pool hall. He made lifelong friends whether he worked with you, taught you, played
music with you, refereed with you, or if he’d just met you. He had an uncanny way of
remembering events, names, poetry, and songs. He was a great historian for our family
and community. Frog is well known for his sense of humor and ability to entertain on the
spot.
When he wasn’t volunteering for community events, like the Jaycees, D.A.R.E, Governor’s
Task Force, Beaverhead Golf Course, American Legion, Elks, or playing music for
fundraisers, he was active in community theatre, playing roles in “The Odd Couple,” “The
Fantastiks,” “Arsenic and Old Lace,” and “The Man Who Came to Dinner.” He also
frequented the golf course. He was a good golf coach, helping those with their game
whether he was asked for advice or not (Yvonne)! He played golf with a great group of
guys almost every day. If he wasn’t playing golf, he was teaching about golf, reading about
golf, writing songs about golf, or watching golf. He loved playing golf with Yvonne and with
his kids and grandkids. He taught his kids and grandkids many things about golf and life
while out on the course. In his last years of his life, he often mentioned how much he
missed the game. Even when he was too ill to play, he would ride in the cart with his family
to offer tips and pointers as they played a round.
He appreciated and was humbled by many awards and honors—including the Gold Key
Award for Journalism, Outstanding Journalism Teacher of the Year, Western Montana
College Outstanding Alumni, Montana Officials’ Association Hall of Fame, American
Legion 50 Years of Service Award, Jaycee Distinguished Service Award, Western
Montana College Athletic Hall of Fame Meritorious Service Award, and White Hat
Coalition’s Distinguished Service Award, to name a few—but he was the most proud of his
children and grandchildren. He often commented, “How did this Depression kid have such
a wonderful wife, kids, and grandkids? All my kids have earned college degrees! I am so
proud!” And then he would follow with, “You know, pride is one of the seven deadly sins.”
Frog was preceded in death by his son, Tim Hull; his parents; brothers Bob Hull and
Richard “Toad” Hull; in-laws Frank Actis, Bernard Wenger, Marilyn Hull, and Cecilia Hull;
and great-granddaughter, Arianna Binns.
Frog is survived by his loving wife of 62 years, Yvonne; their children: Jeanette Hood of
Boise, Joyce Tonner (Diane Bialek) of Beachville, Ontario, Canada, Arlene Hull of Boise,
Vince (Anne) Hull of Tampa, Florida, and David Hull of Bozeman; 12 grandchildren:
Melissa (David) Murray of Scotland, Julie (Carmine Iannilice) Tonner, Sarah Tonner,
Michael (Jen) Bialek, Katie (Luke) Barrette, Jessie (Devin) Sholdice of Ontario, Canada,
Megan (Tom) Simenc of Boise, Eric Hull of Zanzibar, Madison Hull, Nick Hull of Tampa,

Florida, Emily Hull, Abby Hull of Bozeman; 8 great-grandchildren: Jamie Zinkgraf of
Spokane, Washington, Cameron Murray of Scotland, Ben Bialek, June and Yvette
Barrette, Riley and Landon Sholdice, Ocean Iannilice of Ontario, Canada; his brother
Larry “Tadpole” Hull of Drummond, Montana; in-laws Fan Hull of Billings, Peggy Actis of
Denver, Cleo Wenger of Casa Grande, Arizona, Richard and Rosemary Wenger of
Bozeman, and many nieces and nephews.
Frog’s celebration of life will be on Monday, July 9th at 11:00 a.m. in the Lewis and Clark
Room at the University of Montana Western. A private graveside service will follow.
Brundage Funeral Home will handle the arrangements. Please feel free to leave memories
or stories about Frog on the condolence page http://www.brundagefuneralhome.com.
Frog’s family wants to express their gratitude to all the individuals who cared for him
throughout the years at Barrett Hospital, emergency services, home health, and hospice,
and a special thanks to Dr. Ron Loge, who was not only Frog’s doctor, but his friend. The
family would also like to thank all the friends and community members who helped during
Frog’s illness. Special thanks to his good friends John Wilkerson, who played music with
him every week, and Marvin Lundberg and his buddies, who stopped by to keep him
posted on the “goings-on” about town and to update him on Western Bulldogs’ and Dillon
Beavers’ sports.
The family requests that contributions be made to the Frank “Frog” Hull Memorial
Scholarship at The University of Montana Western at
https://www.umwfoundation.org/what-we-do/scholarships.html/title/hull-frank-frog-hullscholarship or to the Dillon YMCA in support of the capital campaign for a new gym.
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Comments

“

Mr Hull had a lot of impact on my life. I’m forever greatful. The Lord did some great
work with that servant.
Blessings
Gary Helming
Butte

Gary Helming - August 04, 2018 at 07:52 AM

“

My Mom and I are so sorry to hear of his passing, but we know he is at peace. All of
our thoughts and prayers to you and your family. He really was one in a million
Patti Jo Lane and Mrs. Eileen Lane

Patti Jo Lasne - July 13, 2018 at 11:39 AM

“

Another of a great generation of sports officials is gone. The memories I have
growing up of Froggie and my father and their antics refereeing, or drinking beer or
teasing one another are too many to count. Frog was a class act. He was witty, kind,
and everybody’s friend. I hope he and the old guard are laughing and drinking at their
reunion in heaven.
Yvonne, I am sorry for your loss....for our loss. I hope you and your family will be
comforted by the many, many lives Frank touched including mine. You and he are in
my thoughts. Be well.

Michael J. Kello - July 09, 2018 at 07:17 AM

“

Michael J. Kello lit a candle in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

Michael J. Kello - July 09, 2018 at 07:03 AM

“

I have so many great memories of his freshman English class. He was an amazing
teacher and made learning fun. Mr. Hull was by far my favorite teacher at BCHS.
Please accept my condolences for your loss.
Joan Wilhelm Rose

Joan Wilhelm Rose - July 08, 2018 at 11:51 AM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Frank Eugene Hull.

July 06, 2018 at 03:43 PM

“

So sorry Mr. Hull has passed. He is one of my most remembered teachers. What a
great guy! Elena (Jackson) Pfister

Elena Jackson Pfister - July 05, 2018 at 05:12 PM

“

Froggie was one of my all-time favorite teachers. He taught with humor and he made
learning fun, which is the mark of not just a good teacher, but a great teacher!
I loved how he could take any average activity and turn it into a song with a lesson
attached. He subtly taught us all the lessons of life and those lessons continued
through my life. There is a bit of Frog in all who he touched.
Thank you Frog for touching my life...
Wally Feldt

Wally Feldt - July 05, 2018 at 02:02 PM

“

Who could forget "Frog." As a BCHS student, I remember his humor and goodwill the
most. Rest in peace, Mr. Hull. Ed Mooney

Ed Mooney - July 05, 2018 at 11:42 AM

“

Our condolences to the Family of Frog Hull. I got to know Frog through the great
network of HS athletics and Swede Kenison. As you all know he was a great guy and
outstanding citizen. I always enjoyed visiting with Frog. May he rest in peace.
Pat & Seaneen Prendergast
Butte

Pat Prendergast - July 05, 2018 at 09:32 AM

“

Last Saturday, when I saw that Yvonne had called, I sensed that Frog was gone, and
after her message confirmed it, even though I was deeply saddened, I still had to
smile. What a piece of work Frank Eugene Hull was.
He and I first met in Chet and Gracie’s Pool Hall downtown. When he was introduced
to me as “Frog” Hull, I asked how he got that name. With an incandescent twinkle in
his eye he stuck out his tongue and there was a little glass frog sitting on it. Then
retracted the frog into his cheek like a cud of tobacco, took a pool cue out of the rack,
put the big end on the floor, took the small end in his left hand and strummed it like a
bass fiddle. Ba doom, doom, doom, doom, he sang over and over as we all watched
and laughed. And that was just for openers. We were friends from that moment on.
From the times Frog played harmonica and bass and sang in my little dance band to
his going to Western to the stories people told me about his amazing career making
a real difference in other people’s lives to seeing him on visits while my Mom was
living out her final years, he was always the same great guy.
To me, the definition of the term, “character,” is someone whose personality does not
change when the world around them does. That was Frog. From a day to a week to a
year to decades of time passing between our visits, he was the same confident,
irreverent, gracious, warm, witty, charming person I had seen to the last time we
were together.
Frog may have left us, but he is certainly not gone. Evidence of his presence remains
with everyone who knew and loved him, and will be here long after we’re all gone
because his life reads like a legend:
• Paratrooper (Frog told me that every time he jumped out of a plane, he screamed
the same two words. I can’t print them here, but the first one is “Oh,” and they
describe something I’d probably do involuntarily if I jumped.)
• Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in education
• UMW Distinguished Alumni Service Award
• Played football, basketball and baseball
• Hall of Fame award winning official (He loved blowing the whistle.)
• Inducted into the Officials Hall of Fame.
• Juvenile Probation Officer (Given his childhood history and sense of mischief, he of
all people, would understand.)
• City Judge

• Motivational speaker
• Jaycees Distinguished Service Award for being a civic leader
The accolades just go on and on. It would be easier to list the community and
professional awards he did not win.
Frog told me a number of times over the years that the best thing that ever happened
to him was meet and marry Yvonne and the birth of their children (their “rhythm
band”) and, ultimately, their grandchildren. I suspect the reverse is also true.
Who Frog was, what he stood for, and what he did for others will be repeated in
stories for generations to come. Quite a legacy, huh? And all this with an underlying,
impish sense of humor that never went away. Nobody had more fun than Frog, and it
was infectious.
He and I spoke on the phone a few times over the past weeks, and it was “old home
week” again - all the years erased, the memories vivid, and the music we made
together more than 60 years ago still played. As Frog sang me a few songs acapella,
I listened with a smile on my face and a tear in my eye.
So long my friend. We will make music together again.
With deep condolences and warmest wishes to Yvonne and their family,
Jack Bogut
Jack Bogut - July 04, 2018 at 08:47 AM

“

What a distinct pleasure it was to have known Frog. We worked together one
Summer for the Montana Highway Dept. in the 60's and he even made work a fun
time! He was an exceptional person and had a multitude of talents but was a sincere
friend to those who had the pleasure of knowing him especially to my brother Joe
and Peggy. He wrote the script of a life well lived. My deepest condolences to
Yvonne and family. Jim Salvo

Jim Salvo - July 03, 2018 at 10:38 PM

“

Yvonne & Family:
Frog was one of a kind. They threw away the mold when he was created in God,s
eyes. We grew up in Deer Lodge together but were separated by five years. If ever
an individual deserved the title of "one of a kind", it was Frog. God Bless!
Bert & Carol Luce

BERT & CAROL LUCE - July 03, 2018 at 08:08 AM

“

Blessings and peace to the Hull family. Frog made a big impression on so many
lives, truly an icon in the Dillon community.
Bob and Rayanne (Winden) Schuler

R Schuler - July 02, 2018 at 10:54 PM

“

Patricia Carrick lit a candle in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

Patricia Carrick - July 02, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

Froggy was a unique and precious "one of a kind". He taught joy in life, the pleasures
of music, and the energy of engagement just as surely as he taught grammar. May
we all try to live up to his wonderful example. And may his family take consolation in
the honor and affection with which he is remembered by his extended community.

Patricia Carrick - July 02, 2018 at 03:10 PM

“

Mr. Hull has a wonderful legacy as evidenced by the compassionate, intelligent,
brave children and grandchildren he helped bring into the world. His light continues
to burn bright. Godspeed.

Terrina C. - July 02, 2018 at 10:15 AM

“

lots of good time with frank,taught me a lesson back on pool league nite

bill foster - July 02, 2018 at 05:15 AM

“

Froggy you will be greatly missed! You always had a smile and had a zest for life and
teaching life lessons! I’ve had many laughs with you and I so love all of your family. I
hope your harmonica and music will always bring joy, even to those in heaven. I’m
glad you finally free of pain and hardship. May you Rest In Peace, my friend.

Jennifer Hanson - July 01, 2018 at 09:58 PM

“

It took many years before I realized the value of good grammar & knowing the difference;
the reason for diagrams. I was taught well by Mr. Hull & have appreciated it through the
years so much so that I tried teaching my children the importance. Mrs. Hall has been a
friend if mine & I extend heart felt condolences to her as well as the family. Rest in peace
dear friend. Sincerely, Joyce Goodman
Joyce Goodman - July 02, 2018 at 01:35 AM

“

Mr. (Frogy) Hull was a great teach and friend I always enjoyed when he would
substitute teach in my class. He was a wonderful story teller and always had a song
to share with the class. He will be greatly missed by an entire community. He
touched more lives then he will ever know. Prayers for his family

Wendy Graham - July 01, 2018 at 09:15 PM

“

I will always remember our life experiences Al Bond Jr.

al bond jr - July 01, 2018 at 02:04 PM

“

I knew 'Frog' as he was my very good friend, Jeanette Hood's, father. I visited Dillon
a couple of times and Frog & Yvonne welcomed me into their home.He was a super
man and made me feel right at home. Whenever we spoke on the phone he always
made me laugh. He will be missed.
Carol Chandler

Carol Chandler - July 01, 2018 at 10:20 AM

“

Froggy was an amazing man. I met him through my Grandfather, Richard “Dick”
Later. I knew him as long as I can remember. Froggy gave our commencement
address for BCHS class of 1999, and I’ll never forget it. But my best memory was his
speech and my Grandfathers funeral and singing of “Auld Lang Sine”. I hope
someone is singing it for him.

Dan Nielsen - June 30, 2018 at 03:36 PM

“

Froggy Hull ~ Your classes were never boring & always full of stories & humor (with a
little ~ or lot of ~ wisdom mixed in. You will be missed by generations of Beaverhead
High Students that you provided with that extra little push towards that Exit Door
leading to the rest of our lives. GOD Speed you home Froggy! GOD Bless you
Froggy's Family with peace and comfort always ~ Shelley & Will Stewart

Shelley Stewart - June 30, 2018 at 02:04 PM

“

Chad Holland lit a candle in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

Chad Holland - June 30, 2018 at 10:20 AM

“

Jeanette shared so many loving memories of Mr. Hull. My deepest sympathy for your
loss.
Claudia LeBlanc

Claudia LeBlan - June 30, 2018 at 08:15 AM

“

Yvonne and family, our family is so sorry for your loss. He was a great man

Lynette Goodale - June 30, 2018 at 06:23 AM

“

Joyce, Yvonne and the rest of the Hull family, Frog was an amazing man, enjoyed
the few times we were together, the laughter and music were amazing. Relish the
good memories you had of time spent together.
God saw you getting tired
And a cure was not to be
So he put His arms around you
And whispered "Come to me."
With tearful eyes we watched you
As you slowly slipped away
And though we loved you dearly
We couldn't make you stay.
Your golden heart stopped beating
Your tired hands put to rest
God broke our hearts to prove to us
He only takes the best.

Becky Tonner - June 30, 2018 at 05:44 AM

“

Prayers for the family and many thanks for sharing this amazing person with so many
others. So sorry for your loss.

Judy Kearns - June 30, 2018 at 01:29 AM

“

Thoughts and prayers to the family. Frog was one of my favorite patients while
working with Dr. Ron Loge all those years. He always brought a smile and a song
into the examination room. He will always be remembered. Mary Maphies

Mary Maphies - June 29, 2018 at 11:34 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frank Eugene Hull.

June 29, 2018 at 11:17 PM

“

I have six on a serving they taught me all I knew their names are What, Where,
When, How, Why and Who........Freshman English first day has stuck with me ever
since. Mr. Hull always had words of wisdom to impart be it through lecture or song.
Great teacher and human being. Condolences to the Family and Rest In Peace Mr.
Hull. God Bless.... Carla Worthington Barringer

Carla Barringer - June 29, 2018 at 10:43 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Frog’s passing. What a wonderful person he was. Played music
with my family a lot. My thoughts are with you all.

marilyn Begin - June 29, 2018 at 10:22 PM

“

Jenny Kober lit a candle in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

Jenny Kober - June 29, 2018 at 09:10 PM

“

He was such an amazing man always had a smile and a word of encouragement you all
are in my thoughts and prayers
Betty Ball - June 29, 2018 at 10:29 PM

“

Keeping you all very close in our hearts, and praying for a real sense of rest and
peace for you in your memories of Frog. I have a hard time looking at a toothbrush
without thinking of the first song he sang for me,
Joyce - we will celebrate your dad’s life together when you get home and we’re all
together, but remember how much we love you.
Nancy & Paul Knowles

Nancy Knowles - June 29, 2018 at 09:01 PM

“

Wow... where do I start?
You were one of the first people here in Dillon to accept me for who I am. You never
judged me and always made me smile. You taught my husband who has nothing but
amazing memories with you.
When I would see you you would sing a song that went "lydia, lydia, lydia the
tattooed lady" and one day you sang it with my name instead. I went home that day
and cried happy tears because for the first time in this small town someone cared
about me, someone made sure I smiled.
I can not Express how much your kindness meant to me. I am covered in tattoos,
have piercings, brightly colored hair and you never once made me feel like i didn't
belong here. You always made me feel like i was home...
Thank you so very much... my eyes fill with tears and my heart hurts that you are no
longer here. May you never be forgotten my friend... for you are a legend!

SaraJane Rawson - June 29, 2018 at 09:01 PM

“

Oh my where do I begin...He taught me love of Journalism, English, and life! Thank
you for sharing you Husband and Father! He was a man beyond words and one I will
forever be grateful for! I see him giving Arch a BIG hello and George Hawkins a hug!
Good people gone too soon but paving the way for loved ones! Love & grateful to
have Mr. Hull in my life ! Thank you Frog...Here’s a Memory, “ Hey Hawkins, how’s
married life? That Arch good in bed!” God I loved him!

jerrilea Hawkins Archer - June 29, 2018 at 08:54 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Frank Eugene Hull.

June 29, 2018 at 08:29 PM

“

I am broken hearted for the family of my long time friend and adult buddy, Frog Hull...
I have respected, and loved you buddy since, well forever. During the all the stress
times I was in part responsible for and yet the great times we had over the
years....and mom, I just feel a hole in my heart now for the loss you are feeling, and
experiencing. No that I do love and am greatly anticipating seeing you when I am up
that way next. Please know that in my humble spirit I with you all through this
grievance period........forever...
You loving friend
Kelly C. Rand (Magilla)
GO FROGS.......Not everyone will know of this group..Fearless Representatives of
Guiding Seniors

KELLY RAND - June 29, 2018 at 07:56 PM

“

I am lucky and blessed to have known Frog. My fond memories of him and the Hull
family will last a lifetime. No one will take his place. Wish I could be there. Sending
hugs for everyone,
Jane Fox

Jane Fox - June 29, 2018 at 07:09 PM

“

Cheryl Hren sent a virtual gift in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

Cheryl Hren - June 29, 2018 at 07:07 PM

“

RIP Frog. What a difference you made in all of our lives. Well done . You will be
missed but never forgotten.

John Davis - June 29, 2018 at 06:49 PM

“

With love from Jane and Ron Fox purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the
family of Frank Eugene Hull.

With love from Jane and Ron Fox - June 29, 2018 at 06:30 PM

“

Thank you for everything Froggy. You are very well loved by all of us. Our prayers
are for you and all of the Hull family. Rest In Peace my friend.

Greg Whitworth - June 29, 2018 at 06:20 PM

“

Fox lit a candle in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

fox - June 29, 2018 at 06:13 PM

“

Deb Harrison lit a candle in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

Deb Harrison - June 29, 2018 at 05:26 PM

“

He taught me to love good litetature. I will always be grateful for his influence. Prayers to
the family
Rene Wheeler - June 29, 2018 at 08:14 PM

“

Julie Briggs lit a candle in memory of Frank Eugene Hull

Julie Briggs - June 29, 2018 at 05:02 PM

“

So sorry to hear of Frogs passing.

Jim Sivils - June 29, 2018 at 04:58 PM

“

"Oh, so sad to hear the true Entertainer has passed. He and Dad will love golfing together
from now on. My sincerest condolences.
Kathy Corr Hilto - June 29, 2018 at 05:47 PM

“
“

Mr Hull was my favorite teacher..He truely believed in his students..RIP Mr Hull.
Kay - June 29, 2018 at 08:46 PM

You will be missed Froggy, never forgotten. I'll never forget your English class. You not only
taught us English & writing, you taught us kindness, and love. How to treat other human
beings. I'll never forget one day in class when you said, "When someone asks you if you
can do a favor for them, you never ask what is it, you simply say, Yes." ~~~~ God Speed ...
Love to the entire family!~~~ All our Love, The 'late' Donald Sorenson Family.
Donna M Nolte - June 30, 2018 at 01:36 AM

