Barry John Briggs
July 28, 1954 - April 22, 2020

On April 22, 2020, Dillon, Montana lost the compassionate, charismatic, generous Barry
John Briggs. He was the loving husband and life-long best friend of Mary Anne Jensen
Briggs for 34 years. He was also the beloved father of two children; Tim Briggs of Seattle,
Washington, daughter Laura Briggs of Dillon, Montana, and soon to be father-in-law to
Bennett Chomski.
He was born in Davenport, Iowa on July 28th, 1954 to Vincent Briggs and Kathleen
Briggs. He attended Assumption High School and graduated in 1973. Barry found his way
to his forever home in Dillon, Montana in chase of the beautiful scenery and mountains.
He was the proud founder and owner of the highly regarded Barry Briggs Construction
Company for 35 years. Barry was known for his flawless and meticulous workmanship
which resulted in many beautiful homes and buildings in and around the community and
consequently, lifelong customers and friends. His devotion to his craft led him to his
ultimate project of building his dream home for his cherished family.
Barry was a dedicated member of the Catholic faith and took pride in sponsoring many
youth athletic events and organizations. Barry was a relentless sports fan, lending his
support to the Seahawks, Hawkeyes, Bulldogs, and Beavers. However, Barry’s staunch
support of Griz Football stood unmatched. Barry enjoyed riding 4-wheelers, snowmobiles,
golfing with his son and his undeniable, special bond with his daughter, Laura.
He is survived by his spouse, Mary Anne, son Tim, daughter Laura, sister Connie Hatfield,
brother Doug (Pam) Briggs, brother Roger (Jeanne) Briggs, brother Mark (Jayne) Briggs,
brother Ricky (Dorothy) Briggs, sister Jill (Brian) Mosley, brother Thomas Briggs, brother
Steven Briggs, brother Mike (Patty) Briggs, brother-in-law Joe (DeeDee) Jensen, brotherin-law James Jensen and Joe Weise, as well as several nieces and nephews.
In addition to his family, Barry is also survived by countless friends and community
members that were touched by his incredible generosity and kindness. Barry always

sought to elevate the lives of everyone he met, encouraging people to do and be their best
while extending his hand in unwavering support.
Memorial services will be held on Thursday, April 30th, 2020 beginning at 2:00 pm at
Jaycee Park in Dillon, Montana. Due to the ongoing pandemic, friends and family in
attendance are asked to wear a mask and follow proper social distancing measures,
keeping in mind the health and safety of the grieving family. The family has asked that, in
lieu of a traditional receiving line, you write down your memories and condolences to leave
at the service.
The family of Barry would like to express their sincere gratitude for the tremendous
outpouring of love and support shown during this difficult time. The family requests that
memorial donations be made to the Dillon Food Pantry or Barrett Memorial Hospital
Foundation continuing Barry’s lifelong legacy of helping those in need.
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SA

Mary Ann, I met Barry on your wedding day, the last time I saw you. (You two
were so adorable.)
I see you're coming up on one year, soon. I'm deeply sorry for your loss. I am a
widow, too, it's very difficult being a widow but it does get easier, in some ways,
harder in other ways.
Please know my thoughts are with you, be well.
Suzie Robert Avilla
Susan Avilla - March 10, 2021 at 12:56 PM

MG

What a great man, great friend! Went to grade school, high school and shared his
14th street and the farmhouse with Barry and friends. We drove through Montana
on a cross country trip, so glad he found a home there. He is missed.
matt glowacki - May 17, 2020 at 06:43 PM

JK

To the Briggs Family:
We are so very sorry to hear of the passing of Barry. I haven't seen him in
decades but
will always remember that funny and pleasant young cousin of mine. He was
always
happy and so easy to like. In much younger days it was an exciting journey to
travel to
Davenport to visit our "Briggs Cousins" and it was a treat when they came to
Wisconsin
to visit us. Great times long ago but never forgotten. I only wish we would have
seen
more of each other during later years. Barry can now rest in peace with Uncle
Vince and
Aunt Kay. Great person and never forgotten. John (cousin) and Llala Klein
John Klein - May 15, 2020 at 11:58 PM

TB

Mary Ann, Tim And Laura: our most sincere sympathy on your loss. May your
memories bring you peace!
Tom and Cindy Barnes - May 04, 2020 at 04:39 PM

Both of us have great early memories of Barry when he first moved out west. It
didn't take us long to learn what a great guy he was. Talented, hardworking,
honest, and willing to help anyone in need. The world has lost one of the good
ones.
Our deepest condolences to the family.
Linda & Bob Flynn
Linda Foxworthy Flynn - April 30, 2020 at 10:47 AM

KK

Great memories of Sacred Heart and Assumption you will be missed. Kevin
Kester
Kevin Kester - April 28, 2020 at 11:35 PM

DA

Donald A. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Barry John
Briggs.

Donald A. - April 28, 2020 at 01:53 PM

DR

Barry would surprise me. We traveled to Grizzly games together, Rick Hartz,
myself Don Resset, and my son Stephen. We had great conversations, the four of
us, but like men, it was mostly superficial. But I always appreciated Barry and his
willingness to give us a ride to Missoula.
On a Friday in the Fall, one year while my son was playing football for the
Beavers, he asked me if I wanted to accompany him to a Beaver football game in
Anaconda. I accepted, it was nice of him to ask. While in the bleachers some high
school boys began throwing ice cubes down on the Anaconda cheerleaders. I
was annoyed but didn't act. Barry got up and went over to the boys. The boys
stopped what they were doing and left. When Barry returned to where I was
sitting he said, "If us adults, who know batter, don't say something, they will never
learn good manners." His action really made an impression on me! He put himself
'out there', took a risk, stopped bad behavior and taught the boys to quit some
really rude behavior.
My impressions of Barry Briggs was greatly enhanced that evening. It was an
action that was imbedded in my mind forever. That was Barry Briggs!
Donald A. Resset - April 28, 2020 at 01:37 PM

ES

Barry will be greatly missed by his community. Barry was kind at all times with
myself and my mother. My deepest condolences to Mary Ann, Tim and Laura.
Your all in my heart and thoughts. Most Sincerely, Eileen Merry Shea
Eileen Merry Shea - April 28, 2020 at 08:00 AM

FS

My deepest sympathies to you and your family Mary Anne.
Frances Strodtman-Royer
Frances Strodtman-Royer - April 27, 2020 at 09:50 PM

JW

Sincere sympathy to your family. Jo Ann Weststeyn
Jo Ann Weststeyn - April 27, 2020 at 03:35 PM

KR

Barry was such an amazing person, caring and always welcoming! I will never
forget you, Barry
Kristen - April 27, 2020 at 12:06 PM

BH

They say people won't remember what you had but they'll remember how you
treated them. That is what I will always remember about Barry. From the day I
met him, I was struck by his instant welcoming kindness. His home was my home
and his family, my family. Barry was a true example of what a man should be. I
will never forget you Barry Briggs
Bridget Huss - April 27, 2020 at 11:19 AM

SA

Our families were intertwined, especially through high school years. Barry and my
brother Phil were in the same class. Jill, Ricky and Mark, along with the rest of
your family, please know we send our heartfelt condolences and wish you peace
and comfort.
Sally Panther McCord
Sally - April 27, 2020 at 11:15 AM

AB

Sending love and support to everyone. What a lovely summary of the positive
light Uncle Barry shed.
Ashley Brizzo - April 27, 2020 at 10:58 AM

LW

Lynn Stanage Wilharber lit a candle in memory of Barry
John Briggs

Lynn Stanage Wilharber - April 27, 2020 at 09:37 AM

LW

Barry was an absolute gem....I attended high school with Barry and he was one of
the nicest guys you'd ever want to meet and a lot of fun to be around. Very
saddened to hear of his passing and the family's loss. God bless you all.
Lynn Stanage Wilharber - April 27, 2020 at 09:31 AM

SW

Laura, Mary Ann, and Tim - I am so very sorry for your loss. When I first moved to
Dillon, Barry not only rented me a home, but befriended me right away. I will
never forget that. My thoughts are with you.
Scott White - April 26, 2020 at 03:42 PM

DH

Deb Harrison lit a candle in memory of Barry John Briggs

Deb Harrison - April 26, 2020 at 03:10 PM

MD

So saddened by the news of Barry’s passing. Went to school with him. My
deepest condolences to your family. Strength and prayers are sent your way.
Margaret Carelly DeSmet
Margaret Carelly DeSmet - April 25, 2020 at 05:11 PM

BB

I am saddened to hear of Barry's passing. We grew up together... attending the
same grade school and high school. I have fond memories of his kindness and
caring attitude.
He will be missed!
My heartfelt condolences go out to his family and Montana friends.
Barb Costello Burke
Barb Costello Burke - April 25, 2020 at 03:04 PM

AJ

I'm so sad to hear of Barry's passing. I went to school with him from 4th grade
through high school and he was always such a nice guy. My sympathies to his
family, you must miss him so much.
Annie Johnson - April 25, 2020 at 02:20 PM

BB

Our deepest sympathy to you all. We will miss our visits at the Grizzly games and
our joking during workouts. Barry - a great and kind man.
Bob and Susan Briggs
bob brigfs - April 25, 2020 at 01:52 PM

SG

Barry remodeled my house before moving here in 2014 and helped me get
settled in so many ways.Our profound sympathy to Mary Ann, Laura and Tim for
your loss.

SAM AND MAUREEN
sam guttman - April 25, 2020 at 12:12 PM

TA

Mary Ann, Tim and Laura
So sorry for your loss, thoughts are with you.
Tom & Vicki Andersen - April 25, 2020 at 11:36 AM

DR

So sorry Mary Ann. Dillon lost a great person

DaNiel Rynolds - April 25, 2020 at 11:32 AM

DB

Barry (BJ) was the best friend ever. We grew up together in many ways. From 12
years of school and living together in Davenport, Barry was always there for
friendship and support. We had a great time when Barry helped us move to
Oregon, which helped us tremendously. There are so many great memories,
including a few visits to see Barry and MaryAnn in Dillon. This photo is from one
of these times. You will be missed Barry. Love you, Dick and Beth Bell

Dick Bell - April 25, 2020 at 11:11 AM

JF

Barry was a great guy, friend,Classmate and Teammate at AHS. He will be
missed by the class of '72. RIP Barry
John Furlong Class of 1972
John Lawrence Furlong - April 25, 2020 at 10:44 AM

Dillon will miss Barry, thoughts go out to MaryAnn and
family on their loss. He was such a great guy and was
always there to help.
Candi Whitworth

Candi Whitworth - April 24, 2020 at 08:37 PM

MC

Found memories of playing Baseball,Sandy’s Drive in,Basketball,Sacred Heart,
and Football Assumption, with you.Big#87 RIP. Mike Collins
Mike Collins - April 24, 2020 at 04:00 PM

MG

Melissa Guy lit a candle in memory of Barry John Briggs

Melissa Guy - April 24, 2020 at 11:21 AM

SP

Dillon just lost one of it’s best. He was top notch when he did a remodeling job for
us years ago
Our thoughts and prayers are with you
Sandy and Val Prophet
Sandy Prophet - April 24, 2020 at 08:33 AM

Maryanne and children, I’m so sorry for your loss. I always knew Barry to be a
humble and kind person. May God give you all comfort through your memories of
him.
Marsha Hatfield Malesich - April 24, 2020 at 12:57 AM

JI

So sorry for you loss. Steve and Julie Ingram
Julie Ingram - April 23, 2020 at 11:04 PM

JG

Our sincere sympathies to the Briggs family.
Jack and Lynn Giles - April 23, 2020 at 09:30 PM

JB

To the Briggs family. I am truly sorry for your loss. I am keeping you in my
thoughts
jo brodigan - April 23, 2020 at 07:39 PM

MC

Milk Collins,Great memories of playing Baseball for Sandy’s Drive in,Basketball for
Sacred Heart, and Football for Assumption.Big #87 We’ll Miss You!!!!
Mike Collins - April 24, 2020 at 12:32 PM

JS

To a fellow classmate and roommate, God let us have such a great guy in our life's.
We will miss you and hope to see you again.
James Slusher - April 25, 2020 at 12:24 PM

LT

Great memories going through grade school and high school with Barry...gentle, quiet,
kind. His presence was a comfort.Ma his friends and family find warmth and joy in the
memories they share and comfort in the special ones that are "just yours" Feeling
blessed.
Liz Dolan Tacheny - April 26, 2020 at 10:44 AM

RL

With SINCERE SYMPATHY R.I.P.
Rick & Cooky Later

Rick Later - April 23, 2020 at 07:31 PM

BF

a friend forever,never had a bad bone
Bill Foster - April 24, 2020 at 10:00 AM

CC

Our thoughts and prayers are with you all. Barry was such a kind man, and so nice to
my mom and Frank for so many years. Rest in Peace, Barry. You were loved by many.
Cara and Bob
Cara J Campbell - April 24, 2020 at 12:15 PM

MW

Mary Ann, Laura, and Tim. My thoughts and prayers go out to you. You are blessed to
be the family of such a kind and gentle soul. Barry had a positive impact on so many.
Rest in peace, Barry.
Mona Welborn - April 27, 2020 at 02:16 PM

